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An interview with Gari Ledyard, King Sejong Professor of Korean Studies, Emeritus, Columbia University, by Professor Charles Armstrong, Director of the Center for Korean Research, Columbia University.

Referring to “Galloping Along with the Horseriders: Looking for the Founders of Japan,”

Journal of Japanese Studies, Volume 1, 1975, pp. 217-254.
Armstrong: Among your other publications that we haven’t yet discussed, what are the ones that you think are the most significant and best reflect your work?

Ledyard: Well, probably the most widely read think I have ever published is my article, “Galloping Along with the Horseriders: Looking for the Founders of Japan.” It is a critique of Egami Namio’s famous book, The Horserider State: An Approach to Ancient Japanese History. Egami, a specialist in Central Asian history, wrote from outside the community of Japanese historians of Japan, and caused quite a furor with his thesis that the Japanese state had been founded by horseriding invaders from the Asian continent. He imagined that the closest Korean connections to these “horseriding” invaders would have been the “Chinwang,” who according to Chinese sources dominated Samhan politics in the southern Korean peninsula in the 3rd century. I thought that the Chinwang was too early for this role, and that in general Egami’s understanding of the Korean connections was wrong. On the other hand, I admired the panache of his theory, which seriously proposed that non-Japanese outsiders founded the Japanese state. If there were such outsiders, they could only have gotten to Japan from Korea, and if that were the case, one would have to consider the Korean politics of the 4th century, a period of militarism and war during which the definitive forms of the peninsular “Three Kingdoms” were established. I linked the process to the wars between Paekche and Koguryo, and Koguryo’s period of dominance in Shilla politics. Of the three kingdoms, Paekche played the greater role in terms of a cultural impact on Japan. Whether or not there were “horseriding” warriors –and there are many critics of this idea both in Japan and internationally—therewas certainly an age of militarism, which left a huge impact on both Korea and Japan in the 4th century. My paper was an analysis of this matter. It is well known among historians of Japan in Europe and North America, and has also attracted some attention in Japan, but I am afraid it would be too difficult to go into all the details here.

Armstrong: Has there been much reaction in Korea to this paper ?
Ledyard: Not to my knowledge. The most outspoken advocate of a Korean involvement in the founding of the Japanese state seems to be Wontack Hong, an economist but also a very imaginative historian who writes from outside the community of Korean historians of Korea. He finds a large Paekche role in the founding of the Japanese state, and frequently refers to my article, sometimes agreeing with it, sometimes not.

