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PUYI, Manchuria, and Manzhouguo

A Preliminary Outline (June 16, 2012) consisting of a set of lengthy
quotations.
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Map of China and Manchuria: 1911-49

Manchuria

Jowett (1997: 9)

McCormack (1977: 22)
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The Last Emperor of the Qing Dynasty

TwwxÇwâÅ bÇx
PUYI (r.1908-12; 1932-4; 1934-45)

PUYI (1906-67): THE LAST QING EMPEROR

A.II.1.1. Puyi’s (溥儀) paternal
grandfather, the first Prince Chun (祖父

醇親王/Yihuan 奕譞 1842-90), was a
brother of the Xianfeng’di (咸豊帝
/Yizhu 奕詝, b.1831 r.1851-61), Cixi’s
husband, and father of Guangxu’di (光

緖帝/Zaitian 載湉, b.1871 r.18751908). Puyi’s paternal grandmother, the
first Prince Chun’s wife, was Cixi’s elder
sister. Puyi’s maternal grandfather,
Rong Lu (榮祿 1836-1903), was the
viceroy of the the metropolitan province
of Zhili and Grand Secretary (軍機大

臣) with command over the armies
around the capital. The Dowager Cixi
(西/慈禧 太后 1835-1908) had
arranged the marriage between the first
Prince Chun’s son and Rong Lu’s
daughter, and it was they who became
the parents of Xuantong’di (宣統帝/
Puyi 溥儀 1906-67).
1

After 1889, the Dowager Cixi had

retired to her Summer Palace. On June
11, 1898, the Guangxu Emperor issued
“The First Reform Edict (戊戌變法)”;

Yuan Shikai (1859-1916) was made the commissioner at
Seoul in 1885, and his energetic intervention in Korean affairs
contributed to the outbreak of the Sino-Japanese War (1894-5).
Yuan had slipped out of Seoul on July 17, 1894, and assumed the
task of training the new Beiyang Army (北洋新軍) equipped with
modern rifles and artillery pieces. As the new army under the
command of Yuan was the only remnant of the Qing military
forces that survived the Boxer Rebellion (1898-1901), Yuan’s
political stature became the greatest. After the death of Li
Hongzhang (1823-1901), Yuan Shikai became Governor-General
of Zhili (直隷總督) from 1901-7.1 On the death of Cixi on
November 15, 1908, which followed by one day the death of
Guangxu (r.1875-1908), the regent who was the younger brother
of the late emperor and father of three-year-old new emperor
Puyi stripped Yuan of all his offices. The Prince regent Chun then
placed Manchu princes in charge of the Palace Guard, Navy and
General Staff. The tide of revolution, however, threatened the
very existence of the Qing, and the regent had to recall Yuan to
resume command of the Beiyang Army whose officers would not
fight without Yuan as commander in chief. At this critical
juncture, Yuan appeared to the Manchu rulers and the Southern
revolutionaries alike as the only man who could lead the country
to unity without a massive bloodshed. Yuan managed to negotiate
the abdication of Puyi with the provisional revolutionary
government in Nanjing, and emerged as the first President of the
Republic of China (中華民國 r.1912-6) on February 14, 1912.
The “quotes” in the following sections are excerpts from
Puyi (1989), translated by W. J. F. Jenner with the title of From
Emperor to Citizen: The Autobiography of Aisin-Gioro Pu Yi (愛新覺羅
溥儀)
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Puyi’s Childhood: Coronation

PUYI TELLS: IF WHAT I HAD BEEN TOLD WERE CORRECT …

appointed Kang Youwei (康有爲 1858-

“I was born in Beijing … on February 7, 1906. My
grandfather Yihuan, the seventh son of Emperor Daoguang [道光
帝/Minning 旻寧 b.1782 r.1821-50], was the first Prince Chun.
Although my father was only his fifth son he inherited the title as
the eldest, third and fouth sons died in childhood and the second
son was taken into the palace to become the emperor Guangxu
[r.1875-1908]. I was the eldest son of the second Prince Chun. I
was nearly three when on November 13, 1908 the empress
dowager Cixi suddenly decided to make me the heir to the throne
as she and the emperor Guangxu lay seriously ill. I became the
adopted son of [childless] Emperor Tongzhi [Cixi’s son, 同治帝
/Zaichun 載淳 b.1856 r.1862-74] and the ritual heir of his
[Tongzhi’s childless] cousin Guangxu [Cixi’s nephew and Puyi’s
uncle]. Within two days of my entering the palace both Guangxu
and the empress Dowager were dead. On December 2, I ascended
the imperial throne as the [twelfth] ruler of the Qing Dynasty and
the last emperor of China. Before three years were out the 1911
Revolution against the Qing dynasty broke out and I abdicated
(ibid: 3).”
Puyi had occupied the the last Qing throne and held the
name of sovereign (Xuantong’di) without exercising the ruling
power for three years, two months and ten days (from December
2, 1908 until February 12, 1912).
“[T]he family of Prince Chun were for half a century the
faithful servants of the empress dowager Cixi … [I]n the six
month or so after [his brother] Xianfeng’s death, when [his wife’s
younger sister] Cixi had just been made Empress Dowager, he was
suddenly loaded with titles and positions (ibid: 3-4).”
“The Second Opium War (1856-60) had ended with a
series of humiliating treaties and the emperor Xianfeng (Cixi’s
husband, b.1831 r.1851-61) lay mortally ill in his refuge in Jehol.
He summoned to his deathbed three Ministers of the presence
and five Grand Councillors who had accompanied him in his
flight, and having made his six-year old son Zaichun [Tongzhi]
heir to the throne, he appointed them as a regency council. The
next day Xianfeng died … The most important of the eight
regents were two princes (載垣, 端華) and Su Shun (肅順), an
Assistant Grand Secretary and President of the Board of Revenue
who had earned the hatred of the Manchu nobility by promoting

1927) and several other reformist
thinkers as secretaries in the Zongli
Yamen (總理衙門) or in the Grand
Council (軍機處); and initiated drastic
reforms to modernize the state
apparatus. Emperor Guangxu and the
reformers had put their trust in Yuan
Shikai who was in control of the new
modernized Imperial Army, and told him
of their plan to imprison Cixi and
execute Rong Lu. Yuan Shikai went
straight to Rong Lu and revealed the
whole plot. As a result, the emperor
Guangxu was imjprisoned and the
leader of the plot fled to Japan. The
moderate reformers, such as Li
Hongzhang and Yuan Shikai had rallied
around the retired Empress Dowager
Cixi, and purged the radical reformists.
By September 21, 1898, the Hundred
Days Reforms (百日維新) were over.

A.II.1.2. The second Prince Chun
(1883-1951), Puyi and Puyi’s younger
brother Pujie (父 醇親王 載灃;

溥儀/宣統帝 r.1908-12; 弟 溥傑)

If What I Had Been Told Were Correct

2

“According to the ancestral code, a

close relation of the generation below
Tongzhi’s should have been his heir,
but this would have ended Cixi’s
regency as she would no longer have
been the emperor’s mother, so she
overruled all protests and appointed
heir nephew Zaitian [my granfather’s
second son, Guangxu r.1875-1908],
although he was of the same
generation as Tongzhi [Cixi’s son],
adopting him as her son (ibid: 8-9).”
My paternal grandfather, whose wife
was Cixi’s elder sister, “was given an …
honor by which his title of prince would
be inherited by his successors in
perpetuity when normally titles went
down one grade with each generation
(ibid: 6).”
“The principal wife of the first Prince
Chun, the lady Yehenara [Cixi’s elder
sister] … was not my real grandmother,
[but] she was responsible for bringing
[my father] up. … Her second son was
the emperor Guangxu. … My
grandfather’s …second [secondary
wife] was my real grandmother. … My
father had two wives … It is said that
Manchu women are often far more
capable than their husbands…as the
men were either idling or busy with
official business, household
management and financial affairs
tended to fall on their sisters’ shoulders
so that the women naturally became
rather more able (ibid: 23-7).”
3

“Although the Prince Regent wanted
to kill Yuan…the new empress
dowager, Long You [Cixi’s niece], let
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many officials of Han nationality … A more basic reason for Su
Shun’s later disastrous fall was that his group underestimated the
strength of Prince Gong [恭親王/Hexin 奕訢, 1832-98, halfbrother of Xianfeng’di, and Cixi’s brother-in-law], who had made
the most of the unpleasant assignment of negotiating peace after
the Second Opium War: in concluding unprecedently humiliating
Treaty of Beijing [北京條約, 1860] he had won the admiration of
the foreigners. As an uncle of the emperor [Tongzhi] with foreign
support he was not prepared to take second place to Su Shun and
his party… Just at this moment an edict was brought in secret
from the two dowagers in Jehol. One of the dowagers was the
lady Nuihuru, who had been the empress of Xianfeng and was
later given the title empress dowager Cian [慈安], she was also
known as the Eastern [empress] dowager [東太后 d.1881]. Cixi
[慈禧] had originally been a palace concubine [那拉氏]… and as
her child Zaichun [Tongzhi] was the only son of Emperor
Xianfeng she became an empress dowager [西太后 Western
empress dowager, d.1908]… [A]s soon as she was made empress
dowager one of the censors memorialized requesting that the two
dowagers should act as joint regents. This proposal met with the
fiercest opposition from Su Shun and his fellow-regents…
Cixi…got Cian’s consent to a secret letter being sent to Prince
Gong (ibid: 4-5).”
“When the dowagers returned to the capital Prince
Gong was given a new title and the eight regents were arrested.
The two princes among them were allowed to commit suicide. Su
Shun was decapitated, and the others among them were either
sent into exile or imprisoned. The new emperor’s reign title was
changed to Tongzhi and the forty-senven years of rule by Cixi had
begun. My grandfather’s great achievement in the coup was to
arrest Su Shun…and this was why he received so many honors
(ibi: 6).”2
“My paternal grandfather Prince Chun had four wives…
Three sons and one daughter survived him, of whom the oldest
was my father who inherited his title at the age of eight. … One
major event was the marriage that Cixi arranged for my father, an
event that could be regarded as a product of the coup of 1898
and Yihetuan (義和團 Righteous Harmony Corps; Boxers) affair
of 1900. In the first place, it was an honor conferred on her loyal
servant Rong Lu for the great services he had done her in 1898, a
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year in which he played a large part in defeating the attempts of a
group of reformers to eliminate the influence of Cixi and
modernize the monarchy. Rong Lu, my maternal grandfather, was
a Manchu bannerman [正白旗]… (ibid: 11).”
“The reformers and the emperor [Guangxu] foolishly
put their trust in a subordinate of Rong Lu’s named Yuan Shikai,
an official who was in control of the New Army, an up-to-date
military force, and brought him into their plot to execute Rong Lu
and imprison Cixi …. Yuan Shikai agreed to co-operate with them
and then betrayed them by going straight to Rong Lu … The
result was that the emperor was imprisoned … other reformers
were executed, their leader Kang Yuwei fled to Japan, and the
brief hundred days of reform was over (ibid: 12-3).”
“After the armies of the eight foreign powers had
entered Beijing and Cixi had fled, Rong Lu (1836-1903) proposed
the single principle to which the officials responsible for
negotiating the peace were to hold: any condition could be
accepted provided that Cixi was not held responsible for the affair
and the emperor was not returned to power. Thus a treaty was
signed in 1901 by which China had to pay an indemnity of a
billion taels and the foreign powers were allowed to station troops
in the capital. Rong Lu was rewarded for this service with many
fresh honors (督辦政務大臣) among which was the marriage Cixi
arranged between his daughter and the second Prince Chun. …
Cixi…had been rather suspicious of the family of Prince
Chun…[and] the interest shown by the foreigners in Guangxu and
his brothers. … Connecting her faithful henchman Rong Lu with
the family of Prince Chun through marriage was the solution she
eventually found to this dangerous problem (ibid: 15).”

Accession & Abdication

Yuan off by sending him home to nurse
his ‘foot ailment’ (ibid: 20).”
“In 1911 the Wuchang Rising [that
sparked the 1911 Revolution] suddenly
erupted and the armies under a
Manchu commander sent to put it down
were defeated. … [M]y father had to
call Yuan Shikai back from his
retirement and give him the supreme
military command. … One lesson he
had learned from the Kaiser during his
trip to Germany was that the royal
family had to control the army and that
its members had to become army
officers. He accordingly put his brother
in charge of the palace guard, founded
a special army under the royal family,
and put other relations in charge of the
navy and the army general staff

(ibid:

21).”
4

“Some of the older members of the

household described this scene to me
later; my memory of it disappeared long
ago. … Two days after I entered the
palace Cixi died, and on December 2,
the ‘Great Ceremony of Enthronement’
took place, a ceremony that I ruined
with my crying. … After making a very
poor show as emperor for three years I

ACCESSION AND ABDICATION

made a very poor show of abdicating.

“The day before the emperor [Guangxu] died my father
[a brother of Guangxu] was summoned to court and appointed
Prince Regent and I was taken into the palace. The next day,
November 14, I became emperor-designate, and Cixi announced
in an edict that my father was to consult her in his administration
of all state affairs (ibid: 16).” “Two hours after Guangxu’s death
she commanded my father, the Prince Regent, ‘You shall
administer all affairs of state in accordance with my instructions.’
It was not till the next day that she said, ‘Now my condition is

One incident of those last days stands
out clearly in my memory. The empress
dowager Long You was sitting on a
kang….while a fat man knelt on a red
cushion before her… Later I learnt that
this fat man was Yuan Shikai. …Yuan
directly brought up the question of
abdication (ibid: 31-3).”

Favorable Treatment of Qing Emperor

5

“The Articles providing for the

Favorable Treatment of the Great Qing
Emperor after his Abdication were as
follows: (1) After the abdication of the
Great Qing Emperor, his title of dignity
is to be retained and not abolished. The
Republic of China will treat him with the
courtesy due to a foreign sovereign. (2)
After the abdication of the Great Qing
Emperor he shall receive an annual
allowance of four million taels, or four
million dollars after the minting of the
new currency. This allowance shall be
paid by the Republic of China. (3) After
the abdication of the Great Qing
Emperor he may live temporarily in the
Imperial Palace; later he shall move to
the Summer Palace. He may retain his
usual bodyguard. (4) After the
abdication of the Great Qing Emperor
the sacrifices at his ancestral temples
and the imperial tombs shall be
maintained for ever. The Republic of
China shall provide guards to ensure
their protection. (5) The uncompleted
tomb of Emperor Guangxu shall be
finished according to the original plan.
(6) All the persons of various grades
working in the palace may continue to
be employed as before; with the
provision that no further eunuchs be
engaged. (7) After the abdication of the
Great Qing Emperor his existing private
property shall receive the special
protection of the Republic of China. (8)
The existing Palace Guard shall be
incorporated into the Army of the
Repbulic of China; its members and
salary shall be contued as before (ibid:
37-8).”
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critical and I fear that I may never recover. In future all affairs of
state are to be decided by the Regent. When there are important
matters on which he requires direction from the Empress
Dowager [Long You, Guangxu’s childless empress, a niece of
Cixi’s], the Prince Regent shall appear before her and ask her
instructions before dealing with them (ibid: 18).”
The Wuchang uprising of October, 1911, had activated
revolutionaries all over the country, and when the Manchu
commander in chief of the imperial forces proved incapable of
directing the Beiyang Army, Puyi’s father as Prince Regent had no
choice but to recall Yuan Shikai from retirement.3 Within a month
of his return to Beijing, Yuan was able to force the Prince Regent
into retirement. Yuan Shikai took over the palace treasury from
the empress Dowager Long You. Thus, political, military and
financial power was concentrated in Yuan’s hands alone. A decree
was issued allowing officials to cut off their queues. The
Republicans believed that if Yuan consented to a republic it could
be achieved rapidly even though Yuan should be invited to
become the first president. Yuan directly raised the question of
Puyi’s abdication with Empress Dowager Long You.4 On
February 12, 1912, the Empress Dowager proclaimed Puyi’s
abdication. Yuan changed his position from premier of the
cabinet of the Great Qing Empire [November 2, 1911-March 10,
1912] to Provisional President of the Republic of China. Puyi
started his placid life at the “Little Court” in the Forbidden City.
“Within a month of his return to Beijing [Yuan Shikai]
used Prince Ching to get the regent dismissed. Then he took over
the palace treasury of the empress dowager Long You on the
pretext that it was needed to meet military expenses, and at the
same time made the members of the royal family and the nobility
hand over funds for the army. With political, military and financial
power in his hands he went on to arrange for … emperor’s
abdication… [saying] that delay in abdicating might lead to a fate
similar to that suffered by Louis XVI and his family in the French
revolution. … Republicans set up a Provisional Government at
Nanjing and elected Sun Yat-sen as Provisional President. …
Thus it was that the Republican side decided that if Yuan
consented to it a republic could be rapidly achieved and that Yuan
should be invited to be the first president. …If the Republicans
went on to set up a national assembly in the south it would be
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Puyi’s Youth: Life in the Forbidden City

impossible for [Yuan Shikai] to get rid of it; he decided therefore
to put pressure on the imperial house by frightening the empress
dowager Long You while at the same time offering her the bait of
the Articles of Favorable Treatment (ibid: 34-6).”5
“On February 12, 1912 the empress dowager Long You
proclaimed my abdication … Yuan Shikai meanwhile was
organizing a provisional Republican government … while at the
same time he acted on an agreement with the revolutionaries and
changed from premier of the cabinet of the Great Qing Empire
to Provisional President of the Republic of China (ibid: 37-8).”
A PLACID LIFE IN THE FORBIDDEN CITY (1912-24)

“The Articles for Favorable Treatment stipulated that I
could live temporarily in the Imperial Palace without fixing any
definite time limit. … It was in this tiny world that I was to spend
the most absurd childhood possible until I was driven out by the
soldiers of the National Army in 1924 (ibid: 38).”
Puyi had entered the Forbidden City as the adopted son
of both of the preceding Emperors, Tongzhi (r.1862-74) and
Guangxu (r.1875-1908), and hence all their wives became his
mothers. The Empress Dowager Long You had chosen tutors for
Puyi when he was five.6 Puyi had to listen to their summaries of
the latest news of the revolutionaries and republican
governments, and then go on to discuss the golden age of Kangxi
(1654-1722) and Qianlong (1707-96). Empress Dowager Long
You died when Puyi was seven. The High Consort Duan Gang
began to imitate the Empress Dowager Cixi, and it led to the
suicide of Puyi’s real mother.7
“What made the deepest impressions were the military
bands that sometimes could be heard playing in the neighboring
palace of the President of the Republic. … Restoration, in the
language of the Forbidden City, was ‘recovery of the ancestral
heritage’; in the language of the former officials of the Qing it
was ‘the glorious return of the orld order’ or ‘returing government
to the Qing.’ Activities with this aim in view did not begin with my
brief restoration in 1917, nor did they end with my flight to the
Japanese legation in 1924. One would be safe in saying that they
did not cease for a day from the abdication proclaimation in 1912
to the establishment of the ‘Empire of Manzhouguo’ in 1934. At
first I played my role under the direction of adults, but later I was

A.II.1.3. Puyi’s placid life within the
Little Court of the Forbidden City
(February 12, 1912-November 5, 1924)
6

“When I was five the empress

Dowager Long You chose a tutor for
me. … This day was September 10,
1911. … My principal texts were the
Thirteen Classics, and I also read such
books as the maxims and exploits of
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The Last Generation of Confucian-Officials

my ancestors and histories of the
foundation of the Qing Dynasty. … I
had some basic lessons in Manchu, but
before I was even able to use the
alphabet my teacher…died and my
lessons stopped. … As for my own

able to act on my own initiative, guided by my … instincts. In my
childhood my tutors were my directors, and behind them there
were of course the senior officials of the Household Department
and my father, who supervised the affairs of the imperial
household with the consent of the President of the Republic
(ibid: 77-8).”

country, I read only about such events
as the ‘Tongzhi and Guangxu

THE LAST GENERATION OF THE CONFUCIAN GENTRY-OFFICIAL:

Restoration’… In history no one dared

YUAN SHIKAI, KANG YOU WEI, AND ZHANG XUN

to explode the myths about the origins

“The birthday and then the death of the empress
dowager Long You in 1913 were the occasions when the splendor
of the old days was fully restored. Long You’s birthday was on
March 15 and she died seven days later [March 22, 1913]. Yuan
Shikai sent Liang Shiyi, the head of his secretariat, to congratulate
her on her birthday; in his official letter he wrote solemnly, ‘The
President of the Great Republic of China writes to Her Majesty
the Great Qing Empress Dowager Long You.’ After this envoy
had gone Chao Pingchun, the prime minister, arrived with the
whole of the cabinet to pay his respects. Yuan Shikai’s reaction to
the death of Long You was even more impressive: he himself
wore a black armband; he ordered that flags were to be flown at
half-mast throughout the country and that civil and military
officials were to wear mouring for 27 days; and he sent the whole
cabinet to pay their last respect to her. A so-called National
Memorial Assembly was held in the Palace of Supreme Harmony
with the Head of the Senate as master of the ceremonies.
…Before the obsequies for Long You were over the expedition
against Yuan Shikai that was known as the ‘second revolution’
started in the south of China and ended not many days later in
Yuan’s victory. After this Yuan surrounded the national Assembly
with his military police and forced it to elect him as full president
[on May 1, 1914] (instead of acting president as he had been
before) (ibid: 80).”
“Zhou An Hui (Society for the Preservation of Peace),
an organization entirely under the control of Yuan Shikai …
recommended that Yuan should become the emperor of China.
… Later Bu Lun, a member of the royal clan, submitted a petition
to Yuan in the name of the imperial house and the eight banners
requesting him to take the throne. Bu Lun was rewarded with the
title of prince of the first rank … They made a deal with Yuan

of the ancestors of the Qing house
(ibid: 53-4).”

A.II.1.4. Yuan Shikai’s assurance
written on the Articles of Favorable
Treatment
7

“When I was seven the empress
dowager Long You died. Duan

Gang…with the help of Yuan Shikai
[was] made … chief mother. … Duan
Gang took the empress dowager Cixi
as her model… I seethed with
repressed anger.… Duan Gang [invited]
my real mother and grandmother …
Two days later I heard that my mother
had killed herself. … For fear that I
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Shikai by which the Qing house would support Yuan as emperor
and he would observe the Articles. Documents to this effect were
exchanged, including an assurance in Yuan’s own handwriting that
he would observe the Articles and incorporate them into his
constitution. It was even arranged that I would take one of his
daughters as my empress, but before any of these agreements
could be put into effect Yuan died in June [6], 1916, after only 83
days as emperor [January 1, 1916-March 22, 1916], with a storm
of opposition ringing in his ears (ibid: 83-5).”
Yuan Shikai had formally abandoned monarchism on
March 22, 1916 and became President of the Republic of China
again until his death.

Life in the Fobidden City: 1912-24

might go too thoroughly into the
circumstances of my mother’s death
Duan Gang changed her treatment of
me completely; she no longer restricted
my activities in the least and became
very accommodating. With this my
family life in the Forbidden City was
peaceful again and the High Consorts
and myself were once more mothers
and son. But for this my real mother’s
life had to be sacrificed (ibid: 49-53).”
8

“After Yuan’s death, Li Yuan-hong

THE FIVE-DAY RESTORATION AFTER YUAN’S DEATH

succeeded him as president with Duan

Activities toward Restoration of the Qing Government
did not cease from the day of Puyi’s abdication in 1912 until the
establishment of Manzhouguo in 1934. After Yuan’s death, the
former Vice-President succeeded Yuan as President. With Zhang
Xun’s audience with Puyi on June 16, 1917, the restoration
movement seemed to have reached a climax. 8
“I was able to get a picture of what had really
happened from articles I read in the press and what I was told by
my tutors. After the failure of Yuan Shikai’s usurpation in 1916
Hsu Shi-zhang and Zhang Xun had agreed that a restoration of
the Qing monarchy was their only chance of resisting the
southern Republicans. After Yuan’s death Zhang Xun called a
conference of warlords at his headquarters in Suzhou (the
‘Second Suzhou conference’) at which it was decided that the first
thing was to get foreign support, particularly from Japan. When
their plan met with the approval of the commander of the
Japanese garrison in Tianjin, Zhang Xun established contact with
the ‘loyalist’ troops led by Babojab and Prince Su in Inner
Mongolia and the Northeast. He arranged with some other
warlords that they would march on Beijing on the pretext of
defending the capital against the ‘loyalist’ army, but this scheme
fell through when Babojab was killed by one of his subordinates.
The other leader of the restoration conspiracy, Xu Shi-zhang,
tried to win the support of the Japanese cabinet for his plans, but
when Zhang Xun realized that Xu was trying to make himself
regent he was furious, and the monarchist movement was split.

Jirui as premier. … [I]t was on June 16,
1917. … ‘A high official is coming for an
audience with Your Majesty… Who is
he? Zhang Xun, the Viceroy of Jiangxi,
Jiangsu and Anhui and Governor of
Jiangsu.’ ‘ Zhang Xun? The Zhang Xun
who won’t cut his queue off?’ … From
the beginning of the Republic he and
his troops had kept their queues. Yuan
Shikai owed his successful crushing of
the ‘second revolution’ in 1913 to the
capture of Nanjing by his pigtailed
soldiers. …I must praise Zhang Xun’s
loyalty… should remember that he was
the High Inspecting Commissioner for
the Yangzi River and had sixty
battalions of troops in the region of
Suzhou and Yanzhou … Zhang Xun is
here… All preparations have been
made …

He has come to bring Your

Majesty back to power and restore the
Great Qing.’ … I … received Zhang
Xun in audience … ‘A republic does not
suit our country … Only Your Majesty’s
restoration will save the people.’ …
‘What about their president?’ … ‘Li

Zhang Xun and a Five-Day Restoration

Yuan-hong has already memorialized
asking that he be allowed to resign.’
(ibid: 86-91)”

A.II.1.5. Zhang Xun 張勛 (1854-1923)
9

“The palace guard was disarmed by

Feng’s National Army and moved out of
the city. … By order of the President
[two officials] have been sent to arrange
with the Qing house for the revision of
the Articles of Favorable Treatment: (1)
The imperial title of Xuantong Emperor
of the Great Qing is this day abolished
in perpetuity, and he shall henceforward
enjoy the same legal rights as all
citizens of the Republic of China. (2)
From the time of the revision of the
Articles the Government of the Republic
will grant the Qing house an annual
subsidy of 500,000 dollars and will
make a special payment of 2,000,000
dollars for the founding of a factory for
the poor of Beijing in which
impoverished bannermen will have the
first priority for admission. (3) … [T]he
Qing house will leave the palace this
day. (4) The sacrifices at the ancestral
temples and the mausolea of
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Meanwhile a power struggle was going on in Beijing between
Beiyang warlord Duan Jirui, who was prime minister at the time,
and President Li Yuan-hong. When Duan was dismissed from his
premiership and went to Tianjin, Zhang Xun, who had been
promised the support of various other warlords and the Beiyang
leaders Duan Jirui and Feng Guo-zhang at his fourth Suzhou
Conference, saw this as his opportunity to lead his troops north.
He tricked Li Yuan-hong into inviting him to come and mediate
between him and Duan Jirui. Having contacted the Beiyang chiefs
in Tianjin he entered Beijing and enacted his restoration on July 1
(ibid: 96-7).”
“Most of the press attributed Zhang Xun’s failure to the
way he monopolized power and two other major blunders: giving
only an empty title to Xu Shi-zhang and underestimating Duan
Jirui (ibid: 97).”
It was the warlords themselves, with guns in their hands,
who directly controlled the fate of the fate of the Five-Day
Restoration. Zhang Xun had asserted that the President had
already fled to the Japanese Legation, and claimed that a republic
was not compatible with the condition of China. Zhang Zuolin,
the military governor of Fengtian, however, was utterly
dissatisfied with Zhang Xun. Everything changed when an
airplane from Duan Chi-jui’s Army to Punish the Rebels dropped
some bombs into the palace. Zhang Xun himself fled to the
Dutch Legation.
“What interested me about all these revelations was that
all the chief of the Beiyang clique and some other leading figures
in the republic had been enthusiastic monarchists, and that they
were now making Zhang Xun the scapegoat so as to protect me
(ibid: 98).” “Kang Yu-wei…was operating in China and abroad
under the sign of his ‘Imperial Chinese Constitutional Monarchist
Party.’ (ibid: 143)”
Puyi’s relatively placid life in the Forbidden City had
gone on until November 5, 1924, when the struggles between the
various warlords around Beijing reached a climax and the army of
General Feng Yuxiang drove Puyi out of the Forbidden City.
September, 1924, had marked the beginning of the second ZhiliFengtian war, a renewal of the convulsive struggle between the
North Chinese and Manchurian war lords. Feng’s army occupied
Beijing, put the President of China under house arrest and
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dissolved Parliament. Feng Yuxiang sent soldiers with an envoy
who told Puyi that the Republic was going to abolish even the
nominal position of emperor and make Puyi an ordinary citizen.
The envoy further told Puyi that the Republic was reducing the
size of the annual subsidy to $500,000, and requiring Puyi to
abandon the Forbidden City, though providing for the protection
of ancestral temples and mausoleums, and guaranteeing the
retention of Puyi’s private property. The administrative offices of
the Great Qing Emperor, however, functioned once more within
the Japanese Legation, first at Beijing and then at Tianjin.9 On
February 23, 1925, Puyi took his leave of the Japanese Legation in
Beijing to the Japanese Legation in Tianjin.10
“Three days later the Shuntian Times printed a statement
issued by the Japanese Legation stating that my intention of
leaving Beijing had long been known to the Provisional
Government, and that it had never wished to interfere with the
plan. My sudden departure had been the result of the unstable
situation in Beijing (ibid: 169).”

Going to Beijing-Tianjin Japanese Legation

the Qing house will be continued for
ever, and the Republic will provide
guards for their protection. (5) The Qing
house will retain its private property
(ibid: 144-7).”
10

Puyi was advised to “go to the

Japanese Legation,” in Beijing and “the
Japanese legation looked after [Puyi]”
with enthusiasm (ibid: 160, 163). Within
three months, Puyi was further advised
to “make preparations for going abroad
in Tianjin [and] to find a house in the
Japanese concession (ibid: 168).”

A.II.1.6. Warlord Troops (1911-7)
(1) Beiyang Army uniform (1913);
(2) Yuuan Army uniform (1914); and
(3) Zhang Xun’s “Pigtail Army” uniform
(1917). Jowett (2010: 25)
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EXILE TO THE JAPANESE LEGATION (1924-32)

A.II.2.1. Zhang Zuolin 張作霖 (18731928), wirh Xueliang 張學良, right.
11

According to Lee (1983: 7-13):

“Zhang, a man ‘from the green forest’
(i.e., of bandit origin), had risen to
prominence in 1911 when he was
appointed director of the Fengtian
Garrison Command by the Qing
dynasty’s last governor-general in
Mukden. … After the dynasty
disintegrated … he remained as the de
facto ruler of Fengtian [now Liaoning]
Province. In … 1919 Zhang had himself
appointed inspector-general for the
Three Eastern Provinces .... Zhang…
was scrupulous in having his conquests
legitimized by the central government in
Beijing… Had Zhang…concentrated his
efforts upon developing and
consolidating his domain, the … history
of Manchuria might have taken quite a
different course. But Zhang Zuolin had
greater ambitions. He wished to
become the leading figure in the
political arena of all China, and he

Puyi ended up spending seven years at the Japanese
Legation in Tianjin, wavering back and forth between different
factions among his advisors. There were the old ministers who
hoped for the restoration of the Articles of Favorable Treatment.
They could be called the back to the palace faction. Another group
put their hopes in Puyi’s going abroad and in getting help from
foreign countries, principally Japan; they could be considered as
the ally with Japan or going abroad faction, and they included retired
Qing officials as well as one or two of the Manchu princes. A
third group, of which Puyi was the leading figure, thought the
best method was to get in touch with and buy up the war lords.
This employing military men group was rather heterogeneous and
included retired Qing veterans and Republican politicians. Those
in whom Puyi had the highest hopes were the Manchurian or
Fengtian war lords, and it was with them that Puyi associated most
closely (ibid: 173-4).
“The [warlords] in whom I had the fondest hopes were
the Fengtian warlords, and it was with them that I associated most
closely and for the longer time. This began when Zhang Zuolin
kowtowed to me. … I had been told … that Zhang Zuolin’s proQing sympathies were second only to those of Zhang Xun (ibid:
179-80).”
Acccoring to McCormack (1977: 15-6), Zhang Zuolin’s
(1875-1928) “grandfather had fled from his village in Zhili (now
Hebei) during a famine in 1821, and, defying the then prohibition,
moved into Northeast. His father was a sometime gambler,
bandit, and vagabond, and…he was born…in …a township about
130 kilometers south of Mukden. … At 16, Zhang Zuolin left his
family to commence work as an errand boy in a local inn. When
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he was just 20 years of age, in 1894, the Sino-Japanese War broke
out. Much of it was fought in southern Fengtian province, and
Zhang became a soldier in a cavalry unit of the [Qing] forces…
and at 22 he entered ‘greenwood.’ He became, in other words, a
bandit. …Banditry…in the Northeast [had] certain peculiar
features [quoting Lattimore]…‘Squatters who failed to hit it off
on coming into contact with officials or the community in a new
area or who were driven away for attempted encroachment on
local interests, then often became outlaws. … Indeed the pioneers
were often squatters, wanderers and outlaws by turn.’ …
According to Lattimore, more villages were founded in this area
by such bandit groups than anywhere else in the world… so that
the bandit life that Zhang Zuolin chose is not necessarily to be
seen as the essentially predatory banditry of ‘social disintegration
and despiar’ common elsewhere in China. …Their reputation
among the people was at least probably no worse than that of
regular army detatchments.” McCormack (ibid: 16) contends that
Zhang Zuolin was “most successful of all the so-called warlords
who dominated parts of China and contended for mastery over all
of it in” the period 1911-28.”11
“[At] that time … there were links between the Japanese
and Zhang Zuolin … [W]ithout the munitions supplied by Japan
Zhang would have been unable to maintain so large an army as he
did. … After Zhang Zuolin gained support of the Tanaka
cabinet he became the leader of all the warlords of north China
and the commander of the Army of Pacification. When the
troops under Jiang Jieshi advanced northwards … Jiang … on
receiving …warning [from the Japanese commander]…banned all
anti-Japanese activities by the people. At this time my relation with
the Fengtian warlords were growing closer than ever, and they
became open after my meeting with Zhang Zuolin (ibid: 182-3).”
“One of the Fengtian generals in whom I had the
highest hopes was Zhang Zongchang (張宗昌). … He had drifted
to Ying’gow at the age of fifteen or sixteen and had worked in a
gambling shack where he spent his time with local crooks,
vagabonds and gamblers. After a spell as a petty bandit chief in
the Northeast he went … Vladivostok and became the chief
private detective of the Chinese chamber of commerce. … [H]e
became a leading figure in the … underworld by co-operating
closely witht the Czarist civil and military police. … After the

Warlords: Zhang Zuolin & Zhang Zongchnag

decided to join the ‘warlords’ melee’
that had developed after the death of
Yuan Shikai in 1916. In 1918, when the
‘Beiyang clique’ that had been headed
by Yuan split into opposing groups in
Anhui and Zhili provinces, Zhang led
his troops into North China and sided
with Duan Qirui of the Anhui group,
enabling Duan to become premier and
winning for himself the aforementioned
appointment as inspector-general. In
1920 Zhang fought the Anhui group,
and in 1922 he ventured into North
China once more, this time against the
Zhili forces … and suffered a decisive
defeat. … In November [1924], Zhang
entered Beijing … becoming [one of]
the uncontested bosses of northern
China. In the South, however, the
warlords in Zhejiang Province and the
Yangzi region soon launched a
concerted attack against Zhang’s forces
… Zhang Zuolin had to pay a heavy
price … In November 1925, Guo
Songling, one of Zhang’s commanders,
launched a rebellion … Most of Zhang’s
forces were in North China at this time,
and had the Japanese Guandong Army
not intervened to prevent the movement
of the rebel forces, Guo Songling would
have succeeded in deposing his
master. Neither the Guo rebellion nor
the entreaties of his subordinates, nor
his financial ruin in Manchuria could
deter Zhang Zuolin from pursuing his
grand dream. He took Beijing again in
April 1926 and … assumed leadership
of the warlords in North China;
subsequently Zhang became
commanding general of the National
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Peace Army, which was established by
the northern warlords to counter the
threat of the Nationalist army under
Jiang Jieshi, whose ‘Northern
Expedition’ was launched in July 1926.
In June 1927, Zhang Zuolin made
himself the grand marshal of the Beijing
government. He was at the zenith of his
career. … Zhang Zuolin’s involvement
in the warlords’ melee also affected his
amicable and partly dependent
relationship with the Japanese … When
Zhang emerged as the ruler in 1919,
the Japanese backed him as their man
and provided him with support. Had
they not intervened in the Guo Songling
rebellion of 1925, certainly Zhang would
have lost power and slid into oblivion.
As he acquired national stature …
Zhang tended to assert himself more to
the point of … subverting the interests
of the Japanese. … His active role in
Beijing created the possibility of a
march into Manchuria by Nationalist
forces under Jiang Jieshi in pursuit of
Zhang’s troops and hence threatened
the Japanese scheme to separate
Manchuria from China proper. On May
16, 1928, … Zhang was finally
persuaded to retreat from Beijing in late
May. By then, many Japanese officers
… had come to regard Zhang as a

Wuchang Rising of 1911 the southern revolutionaries sent
emissaries to the Sino-Russian frontier who managed to persuade
a local bandit chief called Bullet Liu to join their side … As
Zhang Zongchang had been the middle man he accompanied
them to Shanghai where, by some piece of cunning, he became a
a regimental commander in the revolutionary army with Bullet Liu
under him as one of his battalion commanders. With the outbreak
of the ‘Second Revolution’ (the attempt to overthrow Yuan Shikai
in 1913) he switched to the side of the counter revolution and
won the admiration of the Beiyang warlord Feng Guozhang for
his achievements in slaughtering revolutionairies. He was put at
the head of Feng Guozhang’s guard battalion, and later rose
through various means to the command of the 11th Division.
After being defeated in Jiangsu and Anhui he fled to the
Northeast where he sided with Zhang Zuolin and was given a
brigade. As the fortunes of the Fengtian army prospered he rose
to head first division and then a army, and to be Commissioner
for Military Affairs in Shandong and Head of Bandit
Extermination for Jiangsu, Anhui and Shandong. He went on to
become Commander of the Combined Armines of Zhili and
Shandong, a position in which he was virtually a local emperor. …
In 1928 Jiang Jieshi, Feng Yuxiang, Yan Xishan (the warlord ruler
of Shansi Prinvince) and others … made a co-ordinated attack in
north China. Skirting round the Japanese troops who were helping
Zhang Zongchang along the Tianjin-Pugow Railway they
swallowed up Zhang Zongchang’s Shandong base and forced him
to fleed towards the Northeast. Zhang Zuolin had been killed by
the Japanese in an explosion and his son and successor, the
‘Young Marshal’ Zhang Xueliang, refused to allow Zhang
Zongchang through the passes leading to the Northeast. …Soon
after this came Zhang Zongchang’s complete collapse and his
flight to Japan (ibid: 183-6).”

hindrance to the Japanese. In the early
morning of June 4, when his private
train neared the railroad station in
Mukden, bombs planted by Japanese
officers ….exploded. … The mantle of
power in Manchuria fell to his son,
Chang Xueliang … Many of the older
military men closest to his father would

BANNER PEOPLE IN MANCHURIA

Shao (2011: 68-9) states: “Violence against banner
people [stationed in China Proper] reached its peak during the
1911 Revolution … Banner people in Manchuria, however,
experienced…lack of anti-Manchuism in Manchuria…influenced
[by] the complicated identity configurations of the whole banner
community during the Qing-ROC transition. A new self-
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identification label—‘qizu’ 旗族 (banner ethnic)—was used by
banner people with increasing frequency. The former
institutional identitity of ‘qiren’ 旗人 (banner people) was
transformed into the quasi-ethnic identity of ‘qizu.’ ”
Shao (2011: 75-9) states: “Han banner people formed
an intermediate community between the Manchus and Han
civilians in Manchuria. In China Proper, after most lower-ranking
Hanjun had been dismissed, a large proportion of members of
local banner garrisons were Manchu. … In comparison, a large
proportion of banner people in Manchuria were not military
men, but farmers who often hired Han civilians as tenants. …
The large number and complicated composition of the Hanjun
population in Manchuria also limited the social space for
Manchu-Han hostility.”
Shao (ibid: 69) further explains: “although Sun Yat-sen’s
Tongmenghui 同盟會 and the 1911 Revolution utilized antiManchu slogans, Sun immediately changed his wording about
ethnic relations in his 1912 inaugural speech, calling for efforts to
eatablish a ‘Republic of the five ethnic groups’ (五族共和 Han,
Manchu, Mongol, Hui, and Tibetan). During his short
presidency, Sun redefined the relations among ethnic groups with
kinship notions such as ‘wuzu yijia’ 五族一家 (one family of the
five ethnic groups) … Although nominally included in the five
ethnic members of the Reepublican ‘family,’ the Manchus (and
other banner people regarded as Manchu) experienced
tremendous discrimination in their daily lives under the ROC.”
As Shao (2011: 98-9) suggests, when banner lands were
not recognized as banner soldiers’ private property, and when the
banner soldiers’ stipends vanished, “the young and strong banner
people” had no alternative but to become bandits to feed
themselves and their families.
In 1928 Zhang Zuolin had been murdered by the
Japanese because he was becoming less amenable to their
demands. Puyi believed that Zhang Zuolin, just like Zhang
Zongchang, was a military commander for whom a substitute
could easily be found. But he was the Emperor, and the Japanese
would not be able to find another one in the whole of China. Puyi
was completely convinced that Japan recognized the facts that
though they were militarily strong enough to take Manchuria by
force, they would not be capable of winning the hearts of the

Puyi, Zhang Zongchang, and Zhang Zuolin

not subordinate themselves to the
young marshal. His power over Jilin
and Heilongjiang provinces was
tenuous….”

A.II.2.2. Zhang Xueliang 張學良, the
Young Marshal (1901-2001)
12

Shao (2011: 294), however, contends

that “in each of the three political
regimes—the ROC, Manzhouguo, and
the PRC—banner identity was
obliterated from state policies.”
13

According to Insett (2007), “After

1680 [the Chinese] peasants were
permitted to live only in …designated
communities [in Manchuria] …within
commoner zones (民界)… [T]hese
people were effectively bound to their
villages [and] were restricted in…hiring
their fellow commoners (ibid: 41)”;
“Qing continued to enforce the
prohibition against colonization of
Manchuria and Mongolia (ibid: 8)” by
the Chinese peasants and traders. ”It

Non-Banner Han Chinese in Manchuria
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was only because Russian incursions

people of the Northeast and running it without himself on the
throne. Puyi built his strategy on the basis of this axiom (ibid:
187-8).
According to Shao (2011: 34), among the total
population of about 0.43 million persons in the Gaiping County
of the Fengtian Province in 1908, only about 6% was Manchu and
0.3% was Mongol while 25% was Liaodong Han Chinese
bannermen, and as much as 68% was non-banner Han Chinese.
More than half of the Manchu and Han Chinese bannermen were
employed in agriculture while two third of the non-banner Han
Chinese were employed in agriculture. According to Shao (ibid:
51), out of the total (male and female) banner population of 0.67
million in Fengtian in 1909, only 4.8% (=14,027/290,567) of the
Manchu, 1.6% (=4,028/254,149) of the Han Chinese, and 1.3%
(=1,618/ 129,391) of the Mongols had assigned position or salary
(2.9%=19,673/674,107), and the rest (97.1%) were xiansan, i.e.,
the banner people without any assigned position or salary. Shao
(2011: 30-2) states that “In China Proper, relation between the
banner and civilian communities were characterized by a visible
Manchu-Han demarcation and potential tension. In contrast …
the banner-civilian dichotomy …was less clear [in Manchuria].
…The demobilization policy, which generally reduced the
population of Han banner people in local garrisons within China
Proper, was meant to relieve the financial pressures caused by the
rising banner population. Yet this policy was never applied to Han
banner people in Manchuria.” Puyi believed that the Japanese
would not be capable of winning the hearts of such a mixture of
people as in Fengtian area and running a Manchurian state
without himself on the throne.12

threatened Qing control of the region
that the sovereign finally opened the
borders to settlers in 1860. At this point
in time, sinicization of Manchuria was
preferable to Russian colonization (ibid:
9)”; “through subterfuge, and deceit,”
the Chinese settlers from the mainland
could rent land from petty [Manchu]
landholders “who held customary
possession of the land” and “remained
in the countryside (ibid: 278).”
Lattimore (1932: 68-9) notes: “The
Manchu of leisure who wanted to have
his land worked for him was likely to be
affable to the non-Banner Chinese…
because the outsider, having no legal
status, was not likely to make trouble;
whereas the local Bannermen,
receiving government subsidy, were all
anxious to rise above manual labor.
The industrious immigrant would
cultivate an agreed acreage for his
landlord… add[ing] a piece of
land…whose harvest was his private
profit…If he had become recognized as
a sound man, a poor local family might
evade the marriage laws and provide
him with one of his daughters. …Thus if
[he]… was accepted without protest as
qualified for the…subsidy of a Banner

NON-BANNER HAN CHINESE IN MANCHURIA

soldier, the whole family would quietly

Lattimore (1934: 66-7) contends that the frontier Han
Chinese “takes on a new character…genuinely rooted in the
region … identify[ing] himself, in a quasi-tribal manner, with the
new frontier power … These were the [Liaodong Han] Chinese
bannermen who served with the Manchus in the conquest of
China [in 1644].” Lattimore (1934: 64) notes that, after the
conquest of mainland China, “an administrating … garrisoning
body moves into the conquered … territory, but the main body
remains … [Those] who remain behind also feel entitled to

be inscribed on the rolls of a Banner,
and…would change … surname
merg[ing] into one of the local clans.”
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luxuries [and hence] build little … imitations of the luxury-cities
of China, and import a servile class of ” Chinese artisans, traders,
and farmers.” The “main body” remaining in Manchuria seems
to have become too soft to serve as conquest warriors, and hence
suffered extinction when the conquest regime collapsed in the
aftermath of Revolutions.
Among the Han Chinese immigrants who came to be
settled in Manchuria, there seem to have been a large number of
so-called “failures.”13 Quite a few of the conventionally defined
“failures,” however, seem to have chosen the logical alternative
route, i.e., joining “the green forest,” the legendary bandits. In
due course, following the process of natural selection, most of
them turned into the soldiers of warlords, the fittest of them
distinguishing themselves as the warlords’ capable commanders, à
la the Zhang Zongchang-Zuolin-Xueliang and their followers.
When the bandits-cum-warlords’ days ran out, most of them
metamorphosed into the Manzhouguo Army soldiers, soon to
become either the (vanquished) Republican GMD soldiers or the
(victorious) Communist guerrillas, à la the majority of soldiers of
the new CCP Eighth Route Army organized under the command
of Lin Biao in Manchuria.14

Puyi, the Last Manchurian Emperor

14

See Lee (1983: 266). According to

Lee (ibid: 321), “the legacy of the
Communist guerrillas in Manchuria
played an important role in the
subsequent history of China. As is well
known, the Communist forces under
Lin Biao regrouped and fortified
themselves in the northern part of
Manchuria between 1946 and 1947
before they launched the final assault
against the GMD forces in December
1947. This was the region where the
Manchurian guerrillas had been active.
Their legacy is likely to have served
the Communists well in their new
recruitments program. General Lin
Biao’s Fourth Field Army crossed the
Great Wall into North China in
December 1948, and vanquished the
last remnants of the GMD forces…”

PUYI: THE LAST MANCHURIAN EMPEROR

“Although Zhang Zuolin’s murder startled me… [h]e,
after all, was only a military chief and they could find others to
replace him; I am the emperor, and the Japanese could not find
another one in the whole of China. The members of my
entourage advanced the argument that ‘the people of the
Northeast loath the Japanese from the bottom of their hearts and
the Japanese try to prohibit Zhang Xueliang from co-operating
with the Guomindang. The Japanese are strong enough to take the
Northeast by force, but if they do so it would not be capable of
running itself; without Your Majesty on the throne they will find it
very difficult to achieve anything.’ I was completely convinced that
Japan recognized this, and built my policy on this assumption
(ibid: 187-8).”
In the year 1928, the Japanese prohibited Chinese troops
from entering Manchuria or Mongolia and sent Japanese soldiers
to Shandong Province to block the northward advance of Jiang
Jieshi’s GMD forces. On the other hand, the armies of Zhang

A.II.2.3. Fengtian Army (1924-5)
(1) Infantryman (1924);
(2) Cavalryman (1925); and
(3) Japanese military advisor (1924).
Jowett (2010: 29)

Manzhouguo: Chief Executive-Emperor

A.II.2.4. Zhang Zongchang’s Army
(1) Shandong provincial troop;
(2) White Russian cavalryman; and
(3) Infantryman.
Jowett (2010: 30)
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Zuolin-Xueliang and other war lords with whom Puyi had
connections crumbled away in a series of defeats.
Puyi believed that if one wanted to ahieve anything it
was necessary to have military power, and decided to send some
of the most trusted members of royal family to military school in
Japan and regarded this as more important than going abroad
himself. Puyi chose his younger brother Pujie and a brother-in-law,
Jun Chi. They could first go to a special academy for the sons of
the Japanese nobility with the support of one of the most
illustrious families in Japan. Puyi’s two future generals left for
Japan in March, 1929.
“After the Northern Expedition the power of
Guomindang extended to the north of China. The warlords with
whom I was on good terms were collapsing, and the Northeast, in
which I had placed such high hopes, had proclaimed its allegiance
to the national Government in Nanjing. …We soon saw that
under the Nanjing Guomindang government civil wars continued
just as they had under the Beijing warlord regime. The unification
achieved by Jiang Jieshi became more and more illusory… It
seemed to us that the great enterprise of unification could be
accomplished only by me, a view that was expressed not only by
the Qing veterans in my service but also by the Japanese staff
officers who came to give me my talk about current developments
every week (ibid. 217).”
Puyi sent his brother’s Japanese teacher to Japan to make
contact with the new Army Minister and the leader of the Black
Dragon Society. Puyi also met the Guangdong Army Staff Officer
and representative who advised Puyi that he should now leave
Tianjin and go to the Northeast. He claimed that the Guandong
Army had absolutely no territorial ambitions in Manchuria and
only wanted to protect the Manchurian people and enable them to
set up their own independent state. The Staff Officer asserted
that Puyi should return to the land from which his royal ancestors
had arisen to undertake the leadership of the new state. Japan
would sign a treaty of alliance with this country and its
sovereignty and territorial integrity would be protected by Japan.
As sovereign of this new state Puyi would take charge of
everything. Puyi insisted that he would only go if there was to be a
restoration. The representative of the Guandong Army confirmed
that there would be a monarchy. Puyi left Tianjin to Port Arthur.
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Puyi met an envoy from the Commander of the Guandong Army
on February 23, 1932 who came to the point: the new state will be
called Manzhouguo; its capital will be Changchun (長春), which will
be renamed Xinjing (新京 New Capital); this nation will be
composed of five races, i.e., Manchus, Hans, Mongols, Japanese
and Koreans; Puyi will be the Chief Executive (執政官); the office
of chief executive will be for the transitional period; and a
constitution will be adopted restoring the monarchial system. Puyi
set a time limit of one year for this transitional period; and the
Guandong Army agreed.15
At this juncture, the Nanjing ROC Government of Jiang
Jieshi, had apparently tried to win the heart of Puyi by reviving
the Articles of Favorable Treatment, but failed: “Three days or so
after Doihara’s visit I agreed to see an emissary from the Jiang
Jieshi government in Nanjing, which was offering to revive the
Articles of Favorable Treatment … and by the time he came to
see me again I had left Tianjin (ibid: 225-8).”
Sun Yat-sen had mobilized the Han Chinese of south
China for the 1911 Revolution with the slogan of expelling the
Manchus (Tartars). The Japanese decided to effectively carve out
Manchuria (the so-called homeland of the Manchus or the reservoir
of the Qing banner people), by the propping up of Puyi.
Shao (1911: 287) states: “After the ROC replaced the
Qing dynasty, the Republican government could not maintain
effective rule in the Three Eastern Provinces either. For years,
subnational and international forces continuously competed for
control over the land. The GMD changed its strategy toward the
Three Eastern Provinces from Sun Yat-sen’s negligence, or even a
plan to lease the region to Japan, to Jiang Jieshi’s use of the area as
a symbol of national humiliation. Local warlords were fully
occupied with their political games, which were sometimes
ornamented with claimed royalty and respect for the royal family
in the 1910s and 1920s and sometimes with nationalistic ideology.
The political rival of the GMD, the CCP, began to pay attention
to Manchuria only when its political agenda included
antiwarlordism and anti-imperialism.”
According to Shao (1911: 85), the revolutionaries
perceived, as early as in 1912, the Three Eastern Provinces “as a
possible base from which Manchu restorationists could arise”
because this area differed from China Proper “in the mindset of

ROC, Sun-Jiang’s GMD, CCP on Manchuria

15

“Of the twenty-five war criminals tried

by the International Military Tribunal for
the Far East the two found guilty of the
most offences were Doihara and
Itagaki. … They were hanged in 1948.
Doihara … first came to China in 1913
and was adjutant to a Guandong Army
advisor to the Northeastern warlords for
over ten years. He was closely
associated with Zhang Zuolin …
Doihara was put in command of the
secret service network of the Guandong
Army. … When I met him … he …
claimed that the Guandong Army had
no territorial ambitions in Manchuria
and ‘sincerely wants to help the
Manchurian people to set up their own
independent state.’ He hoped that I
would not miss this opportunity and
would soon return to the land from
which my ancestors had arisen to
undertake the leadership of the new
state. Japan would sign a treaty of
mutual defence with this country and its
sovereignty and territorial integrity
would be protected by Japan with all
the might at their disposal. As head of
this state I would be able to take charge
of everything. … I asked [him]: ‘I want
to know whether it will be a republic of
a monarchy. … I will go [to Shenyang] if
there is to be a restoration.’ … ‘Of
course it will be a monarchy (ibid: 2258). … I was to leave for the Northeast
on November 10, 1931 … In Lushun I
stayed in the Japanese Yamato Hotel
(ibid: 230, 233, 237).” “I met Itagaki
Seishiro on the afternoon of Febrary 23,
1932 … [H]e had come on the orders of
General Honjo, the commander of the

Manzhougguo (1932-1934-1945): Promise

Gunadong Army, to report to me on the
‘foundation of the new state of
Manzhouguo’ (ibid: 244). … [H]e came
to the point: ‘It is perfectly well known
that Your Majesty is the twelfth emperor
of the Great Qing Dynasty, and I am
sure that after the formation of a
national assembly a constitution will be
adopted restoring the imperial system.’
(ibid: 246)” Puyi was advised: “ ‘Our
only course is to set a time limit of one
year, and if the imperial system is not
restored by then Your Majesty can
resign. Let us see how Itagaki reacts to
that.’ Seeing no other way out I … sent
Zheng Xiaoxu to see if Itagaki would
agree. Zheng soon returned … to say
that Itagaki had agreed… (ibid: 247).”
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the people,” i.e., the respect of the people for the emperor of the
Great Qing, and also the fact that the people of the three Eastern
Provinces would readily provide the emperor with troops from
which he can select his imperial guards and soldiers.
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Manzhougguo (1932-1934-1945): Birth

TwwxÇwâÅ g{Üxx
Manzhouguo (1932-1934-1945)
A.II.3.1. Driving the Fengtian street with

On February 28, 1932, the All Manchurian Assembly of
Mukden, at the direction of the Guandong Army, declared the
independence of the Northeast recommending that Puyi to
become Chief Executive of the new state. One could find a few
yellow dragon flags waved by the former imperial bannermen in
the midst of the Japanese flags on the street. Puyi, however, soon
discovered that the power and authority of the Chief Executive
were without substance.
Puyi was busy seeing the new ministers and counselors
but they never talked business with him. Whenever Puyi asked
them about “official business,” their replies were that the
problems already had been handled by the Deputy Minister. A
Deputy Minister was Japanese who did not come to see Puyi at all.
All resolutions at the Council of State were already decisions
passed by the Deputy Minister’s Conference which was held
regularly each Tuesday. Of course, the real power was in the hands
of the Director of the General Affairs Administration Bureau of
the Guandong Army. The Manchu Prime Minister and Chief
Executive were in name only; the Cabinet officers were Ministers
in name only; and the Council of State was a Council in name
only. The commander of the Guandong Army was in fact the
emperor of Manzhouguo.
“Although I seemed to be very busy and had many
visitors, mostly government ministers and high-ranking advisers,
they…never discuss[ed] official business. If I asked them about
such subjects, their reply was … ‘I must ask the vice-minister
about it.’ The vice-ministers were Japanese, and they never came
to see me (ibid: 258).” “The real prime minister was not Zheng
Xiaoxu but Komai, the head of the General Affairs Office of the
State Council. … And the real premier regarded the commander
of the Guandong Army as his superior … Similarly, the bills

the new Manzhouguo flag (新五色旗)
representing harmony between the five
races (五族協和).

A.II.3.2. Manzhouguo honor guard at
the Puyi’s coronation on March 1, 1934

A.II.3.3. New emperor Puyi at Ancestral
Ceremony at the suburbs (郊祭儀場)

Manzhougguo (1932-1945): A Puppet State

A.II.3.4. Puyi finishing the coronation at
noon on March 1, 1934 (康德元年)with
“Supreme Emperor,” the “Guandong
Army Commander” (on left).

A.II.3.5. Prince Takamatsumiya
(高松宮), on behalf of the Japanese
emperor, visiting Puyi to celebrate the
founding of Manzhouguo. (建國祝賀)
At the railway station of Xinjing (新京).
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discussed at the meetings of the State Council had already been
decided at the weekly discussions of the vice-ministers who
formed the real cabinet of ‘Manzhouguo,’ responsible to ‘His
Imperial Majesty’ the commander of the Gunadong Army (ibid:
260-1).”
“On August 18, 1932, … I signed the secret agreement
…(ibid: 262-3). The essence of the agreement was that Japan
would have complete control over the ‘defence and security’ of
Manzhouguo; that Japan would administer the railways, harbors,
waterways, and airways of Manzhouguo and could carry out further
construction; that the supplies and equipment needed by the
Japanese troops would be provided by Manzhouguo; that the
Japanese would have the right to open mines and exploit natural
resources; that the Japanese would be allowed to hold office in
Manzhouguo; that Japan would have the right to move immigrants
into Manzhouguo; and many other items. The agreement ended by
stating that it would be the basis for a formal treaty between the
two countries (ibid: 263). … On the 15th [of September] Muto
[Nobuyoshi, the new commander of the Guandong Army and the
first Japanese Ambassador to Manzhouguo] signed the ‘JapanManzhouguo Protocol.’ This was the public treaty envisaged by
the secret agreement (ibid: 265). … He was the real ruler of the
Northeast, the true emperor of Manzhouguo (ibid: 266).”
On March 27, 1933, Japan withdrew from the League of
Nations in order to acquire more freedom of action. The Japanese
armies conducted an encircling movement against Beijing and
Tianjin, and the Nanjing Government, engaged in a civil war
against the Communists, signed the Tangku Agreement with Japan
by which the area south of the Great Wall and east of Hebei
Province was designated as a demilitarized zone from which all
Chinese troops were dithdrawn. This agreement enabled the
Japanese to extend their influence and control over North China
(ibid: 273).
In October 1933, “the new commander of the
Guandong Army … informed me officially that the Japanese
government was about to recognize me as the ‘Emperor of the
Manzhouguo.’ … On March 1, 1934 I performed the ancient
ritual of announcing my accession on an earthen ‘Altar of
Heaven’ that had been erected in the eastern suburbs of
Changchun, and after this I returned to my residence to change
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from the dragon robes into the ‘genralissimo’ uniform to enact
the enthronement ceremony. … On June 6 Prince Chichibu
(Chichibu-no-Miya Yasuhito) came to congratulate me on behalf
of his brother the emperor of Japan (ibid: 274-6).”
“The time when I was under the gravest misconceptions
and thought that I had reached the very pinnacle of authority was
after my visit to Japan in April 1935. … When I arrived in Tokyo
the emperor Hirohito himself came to meet me at the
station…(ibid: 280-1).”
“From Japan’s withdrawal from the League of Nations at
the beginning of 1933 onwards she threw herself with less
inhibition than ever into expanding her armed forces and
preparing for war. … Even before the Lugoujiao Incident of July
7, 1937, Japan continued to use armed force and to make coups in
north China, while the Guomindang government in Nanjing made
concession after concession … which gave the Japanese control
of north China. … This was the time when restoration fanatics
were active in the Northeast and in north China and I was
intoxicated with my third enthronement. But as Japan sunk her
claws deeper into north China she tightened her grip on
Manzhouguo, and in the end I felt it too. … [M]y dreams of
restoration gave way to terror. The Guandong Army had officially
told me at the time they decided to install a monarchy that this
was not a restoration of the Qing Dynasty. They had not allowed
me to wear the dragon robes for my enthronement and had
ignored by opinion in choosing a prime minister. I should have
realized how hollow was my majesty, but I was too intoxicated to
come to my senses (ibid: 283-4).”
“The Pacific War faced Japan with a shortage of soldiers,
and they wanted Manzhouguo troops to replace some of the
Japanese units engaged in China. … [T]he Guandong Army was
of course perfectly well aware that I was not anti-Manzhouguo or
anti-Japanese, but they were worried that I might become involved
in plans to revive the Qing Dynasty south of the Great Wall,
which would have been a nuisance to them (ibid: 293-4).”
“The Guandong Army did not interfere much in my
private and domestic affairs before the July 7 Incident, but things
changed after that… Yoshioka [Yasunori]…a senior staff officer
with the Gunadong Army…said to me: ‘Japan is the equivalent of
Your Majesty’s father, uh, and the the Guandong Army represents

Manzhougguo (1932-1945): No Restoration

A.II.3.6. Puyi became the Chief
Executive (執政) on February 28, 1932,
and then became emperor two years
later on March 1, 1934 (康德元年)

A.II.3.7. Puyi’s second visit of Japan in
1940, to celebrate the (皇紀) 2,600

th

year of the founding of the Yamato
Dynasty (660 BCE), greeted by
Emperor Hirohito at the Tokyo Station
16

“After finishing at the school for the

children of the Japanese nobility, Pujie
had gone on to the Japanese Army
Cadet School. He returned to

Manzhougguo (1932-1945): Religion

Changchun in the winter of 1935 and
was made a lieutenant in the Imperial
Guard. …and on April 3, 1937 married
Saga Hiro, daughter of the marquis
Saga. Less than a month later the
‘State Council’…passed a bill by which
Pujie and his son would be the
successors to the throne if I had no
male offspring (ibid: 289-90).”

A.II.3.8. Pujie on his wedding day.
17

According to Yamamuro (2006: 213),

“The same sorts of things were carried
out in the Manzhouguo army, which
received training and guidance from
Japanese military advisors. First, all
troops bowed in the distant direction of
the State-Founding Shrine, the
Japanese Imperial Palace, and the
Manzhouguo Imperial Palace, and all
stood silently in prayer for the Imperial
Army. In addition, there was a
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Japan, uh, so the commander of the Guandong Army is the
equivalent of Your Majesty’s father, ha … and I am the
representative of the Guandong Army, uh’ (ibid: 293-5).”16
“I had always obediently followed the instructions of my
‘supreme emperor,’ but this time I did not know what to do.
…[T]he new Guandong Army commander…arrived. He told
me….that Japan’s religion was ‘Manzhouguo’s religion, and that I
should welcome the … divine ancestor of the Japanese imperial
family, and make this cult into the religion of Manzhouguo. He
added that as this year was the two thousand six hundredth
anniversary of Emperor Jimmu it was highly sutable to introduce
the great goddess into this country. He suggested that I should go
to Japan to offer my congratulations and arrange the matter. I
later heard that there had been disagreement over this within the
Guandong Army as some of the officers who knew China better
thought that it would arouse fierce opposition among the people
of the Northeast and increase Japan’s isolation. … The decision
to go ahead with this policy was unpopular with most of the
Chinese collaborators… [N]ow I am being called upon to
acknowledge myself as the descendant of a foreign line. This was
very hard to bear. … But now the Japanese were forcing me to
exchange my ancestors for a new set. Surely my forebears would
never forgive me for this. … I made this second trip to Japan in
May 1940, and I stayed there for eight days (ibid: 298-9).”17
Rawski (1996: 834) states: “Manchus constituted only a
fraction of the banner forces that swept south…to conquer the
Ming … We might ascribe the Nüzhen/Manchu skill in coalitionbuilding to the geohistorical conditions of their homeland.” Qing
Taizong’s mother was the daughter of a Mongol chieftain, and
hence Huang’taiji was genetically 50% Mongol. Shunzhi’s (r.164361) mother was a descendant of Chinggis Khan’s brother. Shunzhi
was genetically 75% Mongol. Kessler (1976: 54) notes that
Shunzhi’s empress had a Liaodong Chinese bannerman father and an
Aisin Gioro mother, i.e., Kangxi (r.1661-1722) was 37.5% Manchu,
37.5% Mongol, and 25% Han Chinese.18 Although every Manchu
ruler had identified shamanism with the sacred Manchu tradition,
the Manchu emperor presented himself to Han Chinese as the
heir to the Chinese dynastic tradition, a Confucian monarch; to
the Mongols and Tibetans as Khan of Khans cum Protector of
Buddhism as the Buddha Reincarnate; and to the Muslims as the
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generous and tolerant patron providing the funds for the
construction of their mosques. The nomads in the western
Manchurian steppe, the hunting/fishing woodsmen in the eastern
Manchurian forest, and the agriculturalists in the central plain had
maintained close physical and cultural contact throughout their
history, creating a pliable frame of mind that the Chinese or the
Pen/Insular peoples were unable to assimilate.
Shao (2011: 164-5) states: “The ‘ethnic selfdetermination’ justification for an independent state was soon
replaced by ‘ethnic harmony’ under Japanese leadership as the
colonial authority’s unequal policies for Japanese and nonJapanese people became fact. The rhetoric of ethnic harmony
then disappeared as Japan mobilized resources in Manzhouguo
under the new rhetoric of “Japan-Manzhouguo as one body” to
support its war against the Allied forces after 1942. The rhetoric
of ethnic harmony proved a double-edged sword in the hand of
the Japanese authorities and a historical eraser for the Manchu and
banner communities in Manzhouguo. … Together with all other
non-Japanese groups, the Manchus and other banner people
became ‘Manchurians,’ whose inferior status was embodied by
their last emperor’s role within the regime. Yet the collaboration
of Puyi and his followers…with the the Japanese, regardless of its
true nature, had a deep impact upon how the Manchus and
Manchuria were perceived by others in the ROC.” The
discriminatory policy that had been practiced by the ROC has
apparently continued also under the PRC, owing to the so-called
special “historical situation (歷史情況).” Shao (ibid: 291) notes the
fact that the “Manzu gained their first Manchu Autonomous
County, Xinbin, in 1985,” long after the ethnic
“deterritorialization” of the original homeland of Manchus has
been accomplished by both the Jiang Jieshi’s ROC and the Mao’s
CCP-PRC regimes.

Ethinc Deterritorialization

compulsory recitation of the Rescript on
the Military… followed by the reading
aloud of Shinto prayers. These prayers
are what most riled Pujie, younger
brother of Puyi, who worked to the
utmost to hold back his criticisms of the
Guandong Army: ‘Even if we accepted
the Guandong army’s guidance over
the Manzhouguo army, I really want
them to stop the long-distance prayers
aimed in an easterly direction and
intoning the name of the Sun Goddess.
…’ Even Pujie …found this painful. It
is difficult to imagine how mortifying this
experience was for common soldiers
who knew no Japanese.”
18

Yongzheng’s (r.1723-35) mother was

from the Uya clan of Hulun tribes.
Qianlong (r.1736-96) also had a
Manchu mother.
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60,000 Zhang Xueliang’s Troops Became

TwwxÇwâÅ YÉâÜ
Manzhouguo Army (1932-45)

A.II.4.1. Manzhouguo Army
(1, 3) Soldiers’ uniform; and (2) Puyi in
officer’s uniform. Jowett (1997: 30)
19

“On 19 November 1938 the first 200
officer cadets graduated from the

[Mukden] Academy. In January 1939,
48 Infantry and 24 Cavalry Cadets
graduated from the Central Training
School and after 3 months probation
they became 2nd Lieutenants. This
number was increased in January
1940 when 97 Cadets graduated with
90 of the Cadets being
Manzhouguoans and 7 being Koreans.
After this class the number of willing
native recruits seemed to have dried
up and this led in the same year to the
induction of a number of Japanese
cadets with 174 successful applicants
from an initial application of 2,000. The
successful were to receive the same
training as the Manzhouguoans and
after completion of the course they
were to become 2nd Lieutenants in
the Army as well as in the Japanese

According to the only available systematic study on the
Manzhouguo Army in English, Jowett (2004: Chapter 2) explains:
“The Manzhouguoan Armed Forces were formed officially with
the proclamation of the Army and Navy Act of 15 April 1932. …
Pu Yi was to have ‘The Supreme Command of the Military, Naval
and Air forces.’ … The first recruits for the Manzhouguoan Army
came from the former soldiers of … Zhang Xueliang. …
Approximately 60,000 of the Young Marshal’s former troops gave
themselves up to the Japanese and many were absorbed into the
new Army.
The early Manzhouguoan Army was regarded by the
Japanese as totally unreliable … [M]any of its soldiers were of
poor quality and doubtful loyalty. … The Manzhouguo Army was
regarded as a good supply of arms and ammunition by the
bandits …
The Manzhouguoan Army was divided into an
Independent Cavalry Corps to provide the capital a garrison; a
special Guard Corps was formed in February 1933 as part of the
capital garrison and this was recruited from men of Manchu
ancestry, and a ‘Provincial Guard Corps’ was raised in each of the
7 provinces of the new state [numbering 79,329 men]. The new
army was reduced from the pre-Manzhouguo days of 300,000
under the command of the Young Marshal to a more manageable
111,000 men. …
In 1934 a new law was proclaimed which ordered that
from now on only officers who had training organized by the
Manzhouguoan Government could serve in the Army. This law
was instituted to try and expel all the former officers of the
Nationalist Army of the Young Marshal. After the takeover of
Manchuria in 1931 many of the commanders of the Nationalist
Army simply continued in their former command under the new

498

61,200 Mongols in Manzhouguo Army by 1945

‘puppet’ state. The old system of army commanders acting as
‘warlords’ over the area they controlled and using their command
area as a personal fiefdom continued at first. This law would, the
Japanese hoped, give them a legitimate excuse to get rid of these
corrupt officers and replace them with their own reliable
candidates. …
The Japanese were determined to build up the
Manzhouguoan Army in the late 1930s and to improve its
reliability and efficiency. Military Training Schools were opened in
Mukden and Xinjing … 19 The Manzhouguoans were to be
supervised by Japanese ‘Military Inspecting Officers’ who were to
keep an eye on their allies. …
The Manzhouguoan Army, Navy and Air Force were
trained [and] supported by a system of Japanese Advisors who
dominated every aspect of the ‘puppet’ state’s Armed Forces. As
soon as the decision to raise a Manzhouguoan Army was taken by
the Japanese they set up a team of advisors. The first 22-strong
group of Japanese Army and Navy advisors was sent to help in
the organization of the new army. A more formal structure for
the training group was introduced in July 1932 with the setting up
of a Military Adviser Department under the jurisdiction of the
Manzhouguo Ministry of Defence. The Military Adviser
Department allocated advisers to each garrison area under the
existing system and each military district after the reorganization
of the Manzhouguoan Army. …”20
“The ethnic Mongolian population of Manzhouguo was
1,112,000 and lived mainly in Xing’an Province … Mongols came
from the Khalkhas, Buriat, Daghor, Olot and Barga tribes with all
having a reputation as good cavalrymen. Mongolians made up a
substantial part of the Manzhouguoan Army and provided the
vast majority of its cavalry. … The Japanese employed the
Manzhouguoan cavalry mainly in scouting and reconnaissance
roles and to provide flank guards. … [B]y 1945 over 1,200
Mongol Officers and 60,000 other ranks had been trained for
service in the [200,000-220,000 men] Manzhouguoan Army …
In the early days of the Manzhouguoan Army small
arms came mainly from ‘war booty’ taken from the former
Nationalist Garrison of Manchuria. … [In 1935 some] 50,000
Type 38 carbines [were issued] to the Manzhouguoan cavalry.
Over the next 2 to 3 years the infantry were gradually issued with

Reserves. … [At] the Xinjing Military
Academy … its first graduation
ceremony took place on 1 July 1938,
when 34 graduates passed out (ibid).”
20

“One of the main problems in the

early days of this system was the
shortage of advisers, who were a little
thin on the ground. The advisers were
also not usually of high enough rank to
give them the authority they needed to
control the officers of the Manzhougoan
Army. This problem of lack of authority
led to difficulties with the
Manzhouguoan Army officers, who
were largely former officers of the
Nationalist Young Marshal’s Army. …
The large number of former Nationalist
… were particularly obstructive when
they felt that changes affected the
power and influence they had
previously enjoyed. …[T]he Japanese
…introduced a three tier system…. This
new system would they hoped create
enough Japanese advisers to control all
Manzhouguoan units from the highest
down to smallest level. The first tier
consisted of serving officers of the
Guandong Army who served in the
Manzhougoan Army Headquarters.
These higher-ranking officers held all
the power in the Army and were helped
in this by having the only access to the
ammunition stores. Although officially
having a mainly advisory role they were
in fact in complete control and this was
even more so when the higher ranks of
the Manzhouguoan Army were filled
with more pliable and ‘loyal’ officers. A
second tier consisted of retired or

Bandits Reduced from 360,000 to 7,300
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reserve officers from Japan who had

the Type 38 rifle and by the early 1940s this was just about
complete. By 1945 the Manzhouguoan Army was certainly issued
with the same weaponry as their Japanese allies … In an attempt
to improve the supply of arms to the Manzhouguoan Army, the
Fengtian Arsenal was enlarged so that it could manufacture and
repair rifles, machine guns and artillery for service in the Army.
Rifles and ammunition were produced in a number of private
factories under the control of the Japanese. … As with the small
arms it was decided to standardize the Manzhouguoan artillery
with Japanese equipment. … According to Manzhouguoan
Government sources the Automobile Corps performed well
during the various anti-bandit operations, transporting forces. …
The Manzhouguoan Army received little in the way of new tanks
from the Japanese until the last few years of its existence. …
The early years of the Manzhouguoan Empire were
plagued by large scale resistance to the new regime from antiJapanese guerrillas. As the remnants of the Nationalist armies of
the Young Marshal Zhang Xueliang in Manchuria retreated south
ahead of the Japanese invaders, large numbers of soldiers were
left behind. These men were faced with a few choices: firstly, to
surrender to the Japanese and become ‘puppet’ soldiers in the new
state of Manzhouguo’s Army, secondly to return quietly to their
homes, often thousands of miles away, or lastly, to continue to
resist. The forces under arms in Manchuria had been ordered by
the Nationalist government to cease fighting as the province had
been given up as lost. Large numbers of patriotic soldiers chose to
ignore this order and to continue to fight the Japanese and
soldiers of the new state of Manzhouguo.21 … The average
Manzhouguoan soldier of the early 1930s had no great dislike of
the ‘bandits’ he was sent to fight. In fact, a few years before, many
of the men would have been in the pay of the same master when
serving in the North East Army of the Young Marshal. Soldiers
who now found themselves in the pay of the new government of
Manzhouguo always changed sides again if necessary. …
After the conquest of Manchuria and the setting up of
the state of Manzhouguo the Guandong Army decided to push
further into China by seizing the Inner Mongolian Province of
Jehol. …About 42,000 Manzhouguoan soldiers were involved in
the invasion … The campaign lasted just over a month and at the
end Chinese had been pushed completely out of Jehol before the

been officially invited over to
Manzhouguo. In time every regiment in
the army had a Japanese Training
Officer and every battalion, company or
squadron had an adviser. At first these
advisers were allowed to wear their old
Japanese uniforms but they were
subordinate to active serving Japanese
officers. These reserve officers were
given a rank one grade higher than
their former rank in the Japanese Army.
The third tier consisted of Japanese
officers who were former NCO’s who
had been released by the Japanese
Army. These men were borderline
officer material who had just missed out
on promotion and were willing to
become officers in the Manzhouguoan
Army. This grade of officer were seen
as a vanguard for the hoped-for the
immigration of Japanese to
Manzhouguo. Although these men were
part of the Manzhouguoan Army and
wore the ‘puppet’ army's uniform their
loyalty was still to the Japanese
Emperor. After taking training courses
alongside Manzhouguoan officers the
Japanese were to be posted as platoon
commanders. The more senior or able
of these officers then went on to take
an advanced course and then took up
the role of company or battalion
commander (ibid).”
21

“They were also joined by large

numbers of civilian volunteers who
wanted to resist the Japanese
occupation. Several former
commanders of the Young Marshal’s
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fighting ended on 28 March [in 1933]. …
The expansion of the Manzhouguoan Army after 1939
depended on the introduction of conscription, which was duly
promulgated in April 1940…to be fully introduced in April 1941,
which called for every able-bodied and sound-minded man
between the ages of eighteen to forty to be called up for military
service. All youths on reaching nineteen years were to be
registered and examined for their suitability for service and then
10% were selected. Selection took place on the basis of the
physical fitness and education attainment and the loyalty of their
families to the regime. … Pay in the early 1940s was 12 Japanese
Yen a month for Privates and 65 Japanese Yen a month for
Lieutenants. …
The Manzhouguoan Army spent the last five years of its
existence fighting the increasing Communist guerrilla threat in
Manzhouguo and in Northern China. … The majority of the
Manzhouguoan Army were still seen by the Japanese as unreliable
with questionable loyalty. … The Japanese were happier to leave
Manzhouguoan units to perform the standard ‘puppet’ troop’s
role of guard duties in pacified areas. … Apart from its role in
operations into Jehol in 1933 and Northern China in 1937 the
Manzhouguoan Army was kept within its own borders. …
According to Soviet intelligence sources in 1944 the
Manzhouguoan Army had a strength of 200,000 to 220,000 men.
… Although reasonably well trained and armed with small arms
and small calibre artillery the Manzhouguoan Army [had] only a
handful of elderly tankettes and armoured cars … The
Manzhouguoan Army’s main strength was in its cavalry force and
it was this branch which was to see much of the fighting during
the [Soviet] invasion. …
The disbandment of the 200,000 strong Manzhouguoan
Army meant that a large number of armed men were aimlessly
wandering around the Manchurian countryside. Nationalist units
dealt harshly with any Manzhougoan soldiers who fell into their
hands and this led to large numbers of going over to the
Communists, taking their valuable arms with them. This large
body of trained and equipped men was taken advantage of by the
Communists who were desperately short of manpower. They
pragmatically took 75,000 of the ex-Manzhougoan soldiers into
their ranks while the Nationalist ignored this source of new

Expanded from 111,000 to 220,000 Men

armies chose to lead these antiJapanese forces and soon became
national heroes in China. … According
to Japanese sources the strength of the
Manchurian guerrillas increased greatly
during the course of 1932. At the start
of the year there were 130,000 but by
the summer this had increased to
200,000. A large influx of new recruits
to the anti-Japanese resistance came
from the former soldiers of the Young
Marshal’s North Eastern Army. This
large increase in numbers took the total
to approaching 360,000 men. This huge
problem had to be addressed by the
Japanese and they therefore launched
a series of anti-guerrilla operations
throughout the early to mid 1930s.
These operations were launched using
large numbers of Manzhougoan troops
in support and were largely successful.
So much so that by 1935 the numbers
of resistance fighters had been reduced
to 20–25,000. By 1938, according to
Japanese figures, the resistance had
been mainly confined to the north-east
of Manzhouguo and only numbered
about 7,300 men (ibid).”

Ethnic-Cultural Contnuum: Malleable Mind-Set

A.II.4.1. Manzhouguo Army
22

See Gottschang and Lary (1968: 171-

2), Peng and Guo (2000: 12), Du (2000:
212), and Janhunen (1996: 39).
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recruits. It was to take the Communist officers and cadres [only]
months to drill these men into a reliable force. … This large influx
of new recruits allowed the Communists under the command of
Lin Biao to organise 8 new columns, 7 cavalry divisions, 1 artillery
division and 3 independent divisions.”
In Manchuria, there has been ethnic-cultural continuum
not only among the minority Manchu-Mongol bannermen,
Liaodong Han Chinese bannermen, and the majority non-banner
Han Chinese, but also among the (Zhang Zongchang-ZuolinXueliang) warlord armies after 1911 (that once had exceeded
300,000 men), the Manzhouguo armies after 1932 (that expanded
from some 110,000 men to some 220,000 men), the Jiang Jieshi’s
ROC armies after 1925 (in spite of their discriminatory strategies),
the CCP Guerrillas after 1945, the PRC armies after 1949, and the
so-called bandits ever after 1911 (estimated to have been reduced
from some 360,000 in the early 1930s to less than 10,000 by 1938
by the Japanese authority). Experiencing the Republican regime in
north China (dominated by warlords after the death of Yuan
Shikai in 1916), the Southern Revolutionay regime of Sun Yatsen
(until 1925), the Guomindang’s ROC regime of Jiang Jieshi (19261949), the puppet Manzhouguo regime (1932-45), or the CCP
followed by the PRC (after 1949), a young and strong man in
Manchuria had come to possess an extremely malleable mind-set,
and could have continuously metamorphosed from one identity to
another over time as the situation dictated.
During 1891-1942, the population of Manchuria
increased from 22.6 to 46.8 million persons. The total population
of Manchuria more than doubled, also, between 1949 and 2000.22
The pre-1949 migrations were driven mostly by personal
economic motivation to escape dire poverty, but the post-1949
occupation of Manchuria with a Chinese population was centrally
planned. The Han Chinese came to constitute more than 84% of
the total population in Manchuria. The Manchurian conquest, in
the words of Rowe (2009: 12), “inevitably led to the cultural
assimilation and presumably also the biological eradication of the
Manchu race. … [I]n the Chinese view, a Manchu people no
longer existed.”
The Modern China, including its contemporary
population and territories, is a historical bequest by the
Manchurian conquerors, and the bequest has been surprising well
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preserved by the Han Chinese under the leadership of the PRC
regime.
In the Northwest, the genetic conquest might turn out
to be not so easy as was in the Northeast. After all, the Northwest
never had such entity as the Liaondong Han Chinese bannermen
that was conducive to the (i.e., served as the catalyst that helped)
formation of ethnic-cultural continuum between the Han and the
non-Han (Manchurian) people.

Genetic Conquest in Northeast vs. Northwest
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